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Introduction to Special Issue: Temporal Horizons

Chymia, Historical Studies of the Physical Sciences (referred to in passing as
HSPS), Historical Studies of the Physical and Biological Sciences (despite the
change in title, the journal continued its abbreviation as HSPS), and finally
Historical Studies of the Natural Sciences (HSNS): these iterative names cap-
ture a publishing tradition that extends back to a few years after the end of
the Second World War.

In 1967, an announcement in Isis, the flagship journal of the History of
Science Society, alerted readers to the broadening of Chymia (first published in
1948 in Philadelphia) into Historical Studies in the Physical Sciences under the
editorial guidance of Russell McCormmach.1 For some readers, the change was
a long time coming. A review of the final volume of Chymia appeared in the
pages of the British Journal for the History of Science. The reviewer lamented
that the “nominally annual” publication of Chymia was “from its incep-
tion . . . remarkable for the uneven quality of its contents” and celebrated the
change in editorship and expanded remit of the journal.2

HSPS promised to be modern in focus (post-Newtonian), to attend to all
branches of physical science, and to give due consideration to both the “internal
development” of the sciences as well as “the relation of the sciences to general
intellectual, cultural, and social themes.” The announcement in Isis further
intimated that, as the focus was to be modern, the editor recognized manuscripts
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1. “News,” Isis 58, no. 3 (1967): 408.
2. W. V. Farrar, “Chymia. vol. 12,” British Journal for the History of Science 4, no. 3 (1969): 293.
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of “considerable length” would be necessary, adding that “modern topics in
particular frequently demand more space.”3 Even the acerbic reviewer of
Chymia’s last effort closed on a hopeful note: “All historians of science will wish
this new venture every success.”4 The first issue appeared in 1969 and cost $8.50
(about $60 in 2020 dollars).5

With this issue, Historical Studies in the Natural Sciences celebrates the
fiftieth volume of McCormmach’s new venture. Each subsequent appellation
and each Editor—or more recently, Chair of the Editorial Board, which better
captures the creative guidance of the colleagues who collectively manage the
journal—has widened its mandate.6 In commemoration of this anniversary, we
present a series of retrospective essays from people familiar with the journal’s
history and involved in its current iteration. These essays are penned by scho-
lars with deep connections to HSNS—they are editors, authors, and reviewers
in equal measure—and demonstrate the diversity of historical approaches and
subjects represented in its pages, and in the pages of its differently named
predecessors. The essays are not all-encompassing. Other intellectual threads
could have been teased out, whether chemical, mineral, or psychological. The
broad intellectual concerns of the essays, stretching from the eighteenth cen-
tury to the present, across an array of disciplines, reflect the contributors’ and
the journal’s commitment to exploring the interconnections among the mod-
ern natural sciences.

Together these essays demonstrate that as the horizon of the past continues
to impinge on the present, we are coming to scholarly terms with the ways in
which our own past as a field intersects with the narratives that scientists and
engineers have constructed about the histories of their sciences. Even at the
moment when McCormmach started gathering contributions for the first
issue of HSPS, “history of science” as an area of inquiry was far from an
innocent, unbiased observer looking back at an inert past. The blossoming
of our field into a professionalized discipline characterized by graduate pro-
grams, professional societies, conferences, and journals like this one, meant

3. “News” (ref. 1), 408.
4. Farrar, “Chymia” (ref. 2), 293.
5. John C. Greene, “Announcements,” Isis 60, no. 1 (1969): 107.
6. Russell McCormmach, “Editor’s Foreword,” HSPS 1 (1969): vii–ix; J. L. Heilbron,

“Foreword,” HSPS 11, no. 1 (1980): i–iii; J. L. Heilbron, “Swansong,” HSPS 37, no. 2 (2007):
185–87; Cathryn Carson, “On Re-launching a Journal,” HSNS 38, no. 1 (2008): 1–3; Michael
Gordin, “Preface,” HSNS 44, no. 1 (2012): 1–2.
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that increasingly the histories we craft contain historians and philosophers of
science as prime characters.7

Put another way, after the Second World War, and especially starting in the
1970s, scientists and historians, philosophers, and sociologists of science came
to share a set of intellectual questions about the present. The past not only
served as a resource explaining the intellectual origins of the present but also
supplied an endless cornucopia of examples demonstrating the socially and
politically contingent paths that led to the current shape of scientific institu-
tions, methods, and obsessions. If the present was far from inevitable, the
histories scholars told served to highlight paths not taken almost as frequently
as they traced those that were. To reckon responsibly with the past, then,
means being in conversation with the present, historically and historiograph-
ically. In addition to continuing to publish papers in areas of traditional
strength within the journal, more could be done within its pages to explore
the history of sciences in the global South and to wrestle with questions of
gender, race, and class as factors that have shaped not only the history of the
natural sciences but also our own discipline.

Looking at the journal’s history from an editorial perspective reveals dra-
matic changes in the form of the publication. Originally conceptualized by
Russell McCormmach as an annual, under the editorship of John Heilbron it
started publishing twice a year and the enumeration of the volumes followed
the rhythm of an academic calendar. With the journal’s relaunch as Historical
Studies in the Natural Sciences in 2008—under the inspired leadership of
Cathryn Carson—it became a quarterly and then expanded to five issues
a year. HSNS has long welcomed special issues, devoted to in-depth explora-
tion of a specific topic or question—and will continue to do so. Significantly,
with Michael Gordin’s tenure, we have become an online-only publication. If
we can no longer hold reprints in our hand without printing them ourselves
(or ordering print-on-demand issues from University of California Press Jour-
nals Division), the electronic format has opened up the possibility of addi-
tional kinds of evidence and forms of communication: color images, active
links, perhaps even video clips—although I hasten to add that no one has yet

7. Within HSNS, one could consider starting with Jessica Wang, “Merton’s Shadow:
Perspectives on Science and Democracy since 1940,” HSPS 30, no. 1 (1999): 279–306; Mary Jo
Nye, “Historical Sources of Science-as-Social-Practice: Michael Polanyi’s Berlin,’ HSPS 37, no. 2

(2007): 409–34; Gregory Radick, “The Exemplary Kuhnian: Gould’s Structure Revisited,”
HSNS 42, no. 2 (2012): 143–57; and Michael D. Gordin, “The Trials of Arnošt K.: The Dark
Angel of Dialectical Materialism,” HSNS 47, no. 3 (2017): 320–48.
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chosen to test the bounds of what is actually possible. There is no time like the
present to try.

It has been my pleasure to work with the journal’s editorial team for the past
decade. Jacob Darwin Hamblin recruited me to be his co-Book Review Editor
in 2012. I also served as an Associate Editor, and more recently joined the
deliberative Editorial Board that Carson cultivated until 2013. The past six
years, under Michael Gordin’s managing eye, has been a period of slow tran-
sition—the original members of the Editorial Board have iteratively rotated off
to engage more fully with other adventures. In their place is a fresh cohort of
scholars, equally committed to the journal’s future: Deborah Coen, Amy
Fisher, Cyrus Mody, Buhm Soon Park, Jutta Schickore, and myself. I have
been impressed by the collaborative spirit and intellectual curiosity of this
community, and I look forward to my new role as the incoming chair of the
Editorial Board. HSNS is now a well-established venture, yet I join in agree-
ment with that grumpy reviewer over half a century ago to wish it every success
moving forward.

4 | M I L AM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 266
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 266
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 900
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 9
      /MarksWeight 0.125000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [288 288]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


